
t ary W1tnd•lbo1t, Clarll!eholm,Alb,..rte, Canada. 

'l'h-. Makinc of a Dud-. Hanch-=-r. (95CC Worlie) 

My nam,.. is C•cil rlog•re,but my pale moetJy call~ Buddy. 

/ ~ I am ~y0are old and my eiet."'r ie tw,..nty, but. eom-tim•e 

ehA t.r1tate m-. ae if eh• ·Nae fort.y and I wae fiv4'. 

W1t ue•d t.o l iv~ in an •aet•rn city, and my 

family had l iY1td th'lr't for four g-.n'trat.ion!!, and in all 

that +.ilJ'I• not on" of ue had •v4tr had anything t.o do wi t.h 

or ranch" re or ",,,..n gard'tn1tre • . Wh'tn you knC1w that, you 

can b~tt"r und,.retand, why I admir" my Bad eo much, for 

having t.h'9 courag4! to gi v't up all th• t.hinge, t.radi t. ion 

Of' courS'!, Si e and I t.hinlc it. i e a 1 a.rlc, pur• and 

eimpl•,having +hie p•rp,,tual vacation,thate call,,d running 

a Dud" Ranch •. But poor Yoth'!r.--I know, eh• finds it. hard 

t,o g"!t ue,..d to "allt.hoe't t.all ID'!ln in big hat.e and longhai--

r~d troue1tre,who ar-4 alwaye going or cominc in such a 

hurrJ, and oh, how t,h,,y et. ir up th'9 duet!'" 

But wh"n w~ g0 t e,..ttl'!d a bit ,w• ar4! going 

to build anoth•r hou94', a lit.tl-. farth~r away from th" 

Corrals, and th-. boye and I arA going to liv• in t.hie 

old on,,,whil" Moth-.r ,Dad and Patricia(thate Sie)can hav~ 

th~ir quart4re upetaire in th4 n~w on" 



Th• J1Ting room, rlidin~ r~om. ano kitch~n will 

b~ on thP. ground floor ann all th,. b"dJ:ooZPs will 9,. 

in small e"'p•rat• cabine. Jo4', t.hat. 'e Dads partn"tr. 

h,. eaye
1 

t.het. 1 t' e t.h" b" et. ey et.•m, ano what. h"t say e 1 

go,.". 

wae Sia b•inj ane~mic. l know it muet sounC funny to 

anyon• that knowe h"r, but. ehA ~ an"t-.mic.- eay 

t.wo yP-ere ago or J II\ ee. Our faIIlily d.oct.or eeid so , and 

h'9 ought. 'to know. I ehoul d think. 

W,.. J 1, wh il.ii I wae going t.o t.h• uni v11t reity, and 

t.hat. t . ..,l•phon• ringing f .com uiorning till night .• But. o'f 

courB"t, at last it ••cam• too much for h•r, and Dad 

call ,aid. th-. do ct.or. F'! l ook•d h11t r OT"' r, and aft"! r 

'b•ing inform•d about. h1t.r tsueual activiti1ts pP.r. day 

(o.r night. ) h"' show,.d ue a Calgary pep-.r wit.h an add 
ct 

fro111~ Dud._-rA.nch in t.h111 foot.h i lle of Al'D111rt.a. 

"That. ' e my p•recript.ion, youmg lady. " h" eaid. 

"And you'll hev• to et.ay t.h•r111 for four mont,hs or 

mor~, 1 f you want. t.o b"t a W"tl l woman." Sis wae eo 
11,t; 

i~ing; so 
~ rA% 

bue conn~ct ions, and 

without. t .... lling anybody, Sie was off' on h•.r qu~et of' 

not f--.11ng •xt.ra st.rona and I board~d nom-;w• had 

b~~n gPtting along with just. on~ old e~rvant. who had 

b--n et.eying with ue for y~are, eir.c"l Sie and I w-.r~ 

bornJ in fact.. Alt.hough eh~ was a v•ry good cook, and 

~b ........ .-a.-. .. im1 .......... ~ .......... __________________________ __ 



and thA cooking. 

But. 81 e had al ways b"l•n ~ 1ndPp4!lndent, p• 1 ao~ . I 

know ehP n~v~r took any advic"' from ~. no matt•r how 

badly ehP ll'!"'d"d it. Mot.h•r didn't l111t ue s't• if eh• 

waa wol'ri,,.d, and aft.111r all, Sie wasn't l"!ally eiclc, juet 

pl ayPd out. 

So~"' of th"' crowd eh• ueuall' trail•d with, cam• 

asking about. h'9r at first, but. wh~n t.hPy found C\Ut. 

t.hat sh,. had gon,. out •rest., t.h'!y appar,,nt.}y forgot 

all aiout. h~r, and only two of t.h•m ,,,,~ r wrot• h .. r. a 

l•t.t-.r. 

ThP rf! et of t ,h,, y•ar, unt.11 th,. midd 1,,. of o ct.ob•r, 

to b• "~act, wae e r-.st cur•, for us, right in th,. 

com fort. of' our c>wn holll'!. No +.•l11phon-. rin~ing ~lJ day,~---~ 

no care honking up olir dri v•, no ~ying e.walr• half 

t.h• night , liet1Jninc t.o h•ar
1 
if Patricia r111111'!mbAr4lld 

to lock th~ front door. 

Ae far ae I'~ conc•rn-.d, I did much b'9tt~r at 

th• eprine '!xeminst.ione
1 

than I would hav"' ot,h,,rwieA. 

Dad wee a D'luch bAtt~r sl1111ep•r1 t.han h" ueiad t.o b.-, 

and Moth•r and Kati• w"r"' not eo 'tv•r~aet.ingly 

Patricia had be•n writing r111gularily t.o Uoth•r 

t.h• sp:cing •xams. w•r-. ov41!.r. I had "bl!P.n h•lping Dali in 

hie offic~ { 1''! was an ineu.ranc"' man) but r.,.ally, t.hie 

wae only a ahal?I, as h"' di tin' t hav• any mo r• to do, 



i 

t.han hP could do hime,..l f quit.,.. •aeily, ,.,,"n without. 
an officA boy. 

How .. v,.r, I IL""t. t .h,,. t rair. ~ thought sh" would b,. on, 

but eh"' wasn't on it.I t.hou~ht to mye.-lf " Isn't. that. 

just JilcP hPr?'' and drov,. hODI"" for eupp,.r. Ae I 

drov .. up, enoth~r car droT~ away from our door. A 

coupl,,. of Patricia• s old chums w4r,. in it, but. t .h,,.y 

only wav~d th,.ir hands ae t.h~y paeef9d• and so did I. 

Wh-.n I op'.'nf9d th1t doC1r, I found th" hall clut.t'tr,.d 

wi t.h ba.ggag•, an~ it. ero ee-.d my Dlind 
/ 
that. Sis mu at. 

haY .. corn,,. aft.~r all, and th't car that. I had m,,.~ had 

brought h~r horn-. 

W•ll, Q,K. , it coul cin • t mat.t.er to h-.r who 

wars sh~ now? l w•nt. out. to t.hP ki t.ch,,.n to ask Kat.i""J 

wh,.r61 1:othcr anci Sis w"r .... 'but. Wh"'D l opAna d t.h'*: door, 

CC>U] n hav• knock,,.d <lovm .v i t h foat.hPr. 
I you m,. a 

Jookiu~· Rro unci, a nd l oth4llr Anti Kat.ill W'"r" lcoking at. 

Sie , .vit.h t.hf!ir mouths op-.n and wi+h round ,..y,..e. 

Th,.n Sia t .urn""d around, aaw m111 in thA door, alieo 

with my mo ut.h op,,n, l i k,. ae not:, anti said~ "H• ll o , 

w,.r,. in .. ach o+hjlllrs arms . Kat.i,. turn4lld arounn and saw 
ws~ 

m-,an'1 said. "Com,. in" ae if I w,.r,,. a et.rang'"r,th,,.n 

h'"r '"Y"B wann'"r•d again t.o lie anrl ?lo+h,.r. Th" Y had 

brok'"n apart aga in. but Uot.h,.r wa s holning Sis by hPr 

look too. 



Holy SJI10 k,. ! Wae t.h a t. Si e? Brown a e a nut, ·d th a b.-aut.-

1 ful aJ ]•OV'"r tan.t.w"nt.y pound a t. ]'taet., h'!aVi11tr, hard 

ae--r.ot nails. but anyway wood--And wh•ro. oh wh,.ro wa e 

1 t. a.t~ 1r.. so? Gon": Gon1t with th,. paint .. d fac'"• t.n,. l an

~u1'1 U'ICIV..,lJ'l•nt el Inst-. ad, h"'r .. wae Si e, h~ a l thy, act i T" 

J. I 
but, COlllpO ~ d, who l ook'!d you1 l ik,. a man) . ( in thQ •y•J 

an d wh,.n eh,. spok,., it wae in a low, hueky, w,.ll-

cont.roJ J ~ d vo i c•. 

Kati~ put eupp~r on,whil" "'" wait~d for Dad, 

and W" all stay-d in t.h-. kitchQnJt. alking. Wh,.n Sie 

gav~ ID" hAr hand, I n,.arly ciropp•d down d"ad 1 from 

wae t.hA look, in h"r •y•e, a c alcul a ting , Ili'" a s u ring 

I h a dn't an i n k-

l in~ of; th•n. 

Tho noxt day th-. n"ws h a d spr-.ad, and th11 r 1:1 

wa s a bunch of girls who call~d up . ' ot on,. of 

t.n11mt.al k,.d <'or inor"' t.han half a minut ... , so fl ab,.r-

tol d ni- shP had onl y aelc-. d two o f' th~m ov.:.r. t ho -
only t .V10

1 
\IVho h ad t.ak"n t.h o t.roubl• t0 w.ci +,. t .o h,.r . 

/~ 
AleCI eh,. had a s k 0 dYf or a spo c if.1) aft-irnoon. not jus t. 

gi von th,.m a blank,.t in •it a t. i on. Appar<=>n+17J Sie ha ti 

n,.v,.Jop,. d i n t.o a thought.f ully r"ep one i b l 0 "IOu>en. You 
~ 

b•t. I t.ol d Dady I want• d t.o b.. at h o111,. th ~t aft.~ rnoon, 

if I had t.o f ak• a h-ada c h '!• but h• l augh•d a t m,. 

end s a i n1 +h a t. curio s ity k il l"'n ~ ca t .• b ut th a t I 

co u lci put. t h ,. at.orm windows on that. day. if I wee eo 

anxious to b• a t hom-. 'I'hie wae right. up my eJJ'9y, so 
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that. wae s"t t .} "Id ; you e••. I was n~ arly c ra-zy. trying 

to 'figurj!J put.1 what it waeJ Sie wae comparing D'I" t.o .And 

not only that, but why had eho lo st. that. "You' r• so 

wond•rful" look, eh" always ue'!d t.o W""ar, vvh"'n t.h-r"' w-.r-. 
~ 

any ma.l"'e aroundf It us•d to Il'lak• m• sick to s-.111?"8nn 

now 1 miee•d it • w-.11 t.h,. day cam•. anrl I found out . .J 

al'right. 

Sie hati. brought a tot of filil'le hom• with l'l•r an~ 

;n"'y had b111,.n d-.v•lop,.d einc,., ~nd w111r• d.caJ iY'1r111d at 

thP hous-. at noon. So wh,.n Sis and h"'r fri111nde took 

poee,.seion of th,. l ivingroom aft•r lunch, l wae r1ght. 

thP.L'•, put.ting th" et.oril'l windows on. But. t.h.:o g irl e 

didn't mak• as rr.uch fuse
1 

as I t.hought. thoy would. 

Th"Y just. sat qui•t.ly on t.h.- cheet,-.rfi•l d1 anri l ook,.d 

at t,hP snap- shots Pat.ricia showod t ,h,.m.Occasionally 

t.h~y 70ul d le.ugh and aolc n-

thoy Just. loolr~d . his was no t. ~o illuniin at. ir:p:J ae I 

t.houe:ht it wo ul ri ~. fo r,,{1 m,.. So wh""n I had fin i sh•d 

th,. s ash ,. a, l sn1aak•d into t.h,. kit.ch•n) to 8""" wh at 

Ka.t. 1-=- anti Uo't.h"' i· wo r'" doing. J got. t.h .. r~ ju et in t. iil'l-=-. 

Kat.i• was ..tu~ putting th• finishing t.C'luch,..s ~ the-

eho wae through, t , in et.- an of h,. r, rfll l "'d it in and 

up to +h"' ch ,.st ... rfi-.ld. This )•t lTlllt in. ! oth .. r call!'! in 

aj so, Fmrl w• all sat. around t.h• fir,. and rirank t• ? (only 

it. wa a hot. chocol at.• 0 anct at- san<lwU<ch111 a1 thr•,. quart'! r 

of an inch thick, and mado (\f br0wn br,.ad! ~ow Sie had 

al\vaye pr,.f~rr,.d, no d•mend"d, only t.h• deinti4'st of 

eandwi)(ch•e, ;:ind f.l) so of' •v-' rything •l B"'· So I ,61ook~d 

hard t .(\ S"'!, fh at. eho wo ul rl say t.o th,, SP. I magin.:a TDY 

aurpris~ wh'"n I actually saw hAr -=-at t .h,.m with sppar,.nt 



1 

•njc;.m0 nt.--anti sh 0 at,. two and a elic• of cak"• b""sid111 

t .•Ro cups of chocC'IJ At 0 / But. no matt ... r how puzzJ111d l was. 

I didn't daro to ask a Jot of qu•etions,for if gho 

sh• would t..r~ae'" J?)jllO inat.,. ac'I of answ111rinr . 

Pat. had put all h'"r ebap-f3hote into a gorg•oue 

l•aving, Mot.h,.r an~ I b .o gab to look at. t~m1 too.Anti, by 

G~org•, eon-- of th•m w•r-. marv,.,oue. Most of them had 

p•opl-=- in t.hom. anti th•r• wae t.h• moat. wond,i.rfuJ sc~n•ry1 
that. you can iniagin"'. Eut. ll'l(ls+. of th,.m ~r• of ~n anti 

hore•e! Hore,. s l-'aping int.o tho air. or et.anding on 

But. al way s th~r,. .-r• t,"311, slim f1tllows1 with gis;nt 

hate.riding Clrhol<ling thAe@ wild animale, C\r eaddl\ing 

Patricia has not. 'blil~n around th""e,. wil rl m'!n anri hore•e, 

taking p ict ur• s?" 

h""Ja. ana sa id, "No. I didn 't t ake th oe"". You can B'"'"• 

CA.roe . I b o ught th.om. 'T'h,.y wort:> t .ak,. n C'la t ,h o f i ft.h of 

' July. rrh,.y had a big thirty y~ara anniv•rsary st. arr.po riP. ~ 

t~ ,.. ann WP O) l WPDt. f "!t> th,::. g rant1st.anfi t ,hPrq in ono c oma.("? 

And <io you no t i C'° ~J l thP ~u et.? It. bl urXe th,. pi ct.up." 

" But. JOok at t.his"l dar• rl to ask, Si a 3rting so 

human,"What. is th at. f•ll ow noint"A <iC'lwn in rron+. or 

t.11 ... t5.L'an1s+an·i , chC1k ing ~ pClO!" J i+.+.1• calf to d 0 at.h?" 

Si s l aJ.gh.a Joyou sly. an<i eairi .v i +hout. b 0 ing p a t

ronizing. 11 0h hP is only +~ing it. up in R hurry, for a 



f'"'w minutAa, trying to bicaat t.h~ r,.cord. But. I mu~t. 

eay, t.h .. calf bawl-.d ae wuch as if hA !fil_Choking 

it, t.o d411at.h." 

"B"at. wha.t . .1,:ocord?"ask-.d !Aoth•r, t.9king t.ho /,/ 

words rlght. out. of m:; mout.h. 

"Th-' worlcie rA cor<i)(" eaiti Sifll, "+.hough I'w 

not s1.1i•q." 

ttBut. vvhy eho u) 'l ~ nyon• try t.o e• 0 ho" fa st. t .h""Y 

c01.1J ri t i"' up a calf; what us"' or sicanso is t:h~.r" in 

that? " 

"Don't. you want to 1 oo k at. t.h,. rt:a at. of t .h ... snap-

sho t.s? " ask•ci Sie• and add•d 11 I'll t:axpJain it. t.o you. 

aft.Ar a whil"• but fi.!'et l'Dl going t.o show you eoni-.-

thing I hav,. upstairs." Wit.ht.hat. eh 0 l•ft, ue t.o run--

imai;sin"", ~--upstairs. anrl wica look,.d at. eom,. mor,. 
II 

pic+ur•e. Sie had quit.-=- a f-.w, from t .h-=-11 staDlp"d" in 

Cla~eholm. Th.itr" W"'.!'• lot.a wit-., .r i'1""rs, soni'! wi+h 

float.a 01" various s0rt.e, anii som0 of .rac-.a 0r eom1>-

t.hing. But ah,. har! aorri• ffi'l""l l OD" a1 sh"' haci t akon h,. r

e•] f. A iot of t.h,.m ehow•d a gooci-l O()king, al im, 

h,. wo.!'"" OD" 01' t.hcia,. g iant hats. ano hai.r; t.cou.e .. rs, 

~far ae \"I"' coul1 +t:alJ. t.hough Uot.hor +'nought at firet 

it. was a _ski rt.. w-. had ri•c id~ d t.o a sk Si e abo u+. th 1 s 

gl.J3. ·Nh0 D that youn g lady caroo j 1 ngl in,; down t.h~ st.air e 

an1 app'tar•d bAftl.CA our e+a rt.1.-d "'Y"e---in-coet.u;r."'-;' 

On h11tr h .. a<i. sh ... •vor,. jaunt. Uy a high-cre>wn•d, wid"'-

ur,.e, sh'" had on a b.ripht gr•,.n silk shirt., rioing 

br0 <>ch•s 0f eot?l"" co.cd•d stuf'f, high-h,.,.ljQld, high-topp"'ri 

~ I 
boot.e,--boote ll'linti you -- wi+.h 1:\t.t ,J .. , ailv"lr, shiny 



g -

• 

epur~ and eho carciod n lit.t.] 0 quirt. anti a pair nf 

"-.V•ll, is t.hat tho lat .... et. wor1 in riiiing habit.e?" 

aeln11d !!ot.h•r, wh•n eh• founrJ hi:>r voic'!, but I gu,,.ss I 

Just eat. t.hAro and gav,. my famou s imit.at.ion of a ~'H!· 
11Not. oxac+Jy," said Sis, anti l augh•d, "but t.hia 

thoagh t you would lik~ t.o s•• m" in it," an~ sho 

dimpJod at tho sight. o~ our surpris•d fac,,.s. 

"Do you t.himk Kat.1-. 'iVOUl d diP of shock 1 f I w'!nt. 

ou+. in t.h• kitch .. n int.hie rig?" ii~--wh9t. le t.h11 'NOrld 

coming tc/J_ And sh., was j uet going t.o scar,.. Kat.lo 

out of a .roars p;rowt.h, ,qhon :.>ad ]Pt, himeoJ f in tlirough 

th• f.cont. ioo.c. Q.uick as a fl asn, Sie st.Ppp,.d t.o on° sid'!I 

so t.hat sh,. was out. of sight. of th-. hall, an1 th,.n 

slid i nto ono of t.hA big chaire. 

"Sit. down. bot.h of you, 11 eh.- \vhisp•.c"'ci, "and 

wh11tn Dad com"e in, +1111 hirri WI! hav"! a call•r, and in-

+roduco mo to him." 

"Wh a- -\'Th at eh al I call you?" aek~d Mot.hor, .,-
~ 

\VhO •Va en' t. U8Pd t.o such quick chang"! e. 

"Miss w-. st• II I eai'1 Jo utiJy. "How do you lik,.. th11 

E a et.:?" 

"I ·voul d l ik• it. b•t.t.-r, I r,,. c'kon, if thP.,!'A ,., .. .con' t 

eo many P'"C'IPl"'. I tion' t ) ik• to br• at.h,.. airf that has 

I was choking in my hantik•t>clci~f ovo.c Pat's r•pJy. 

·.vh il"' Mothor b•gan to in+.cot1uc• "Miss '?!•et." to him. But. 
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all t.hP fir."' po int s. 

ally. an~ Sis est oown on hie kn"'"' • eom~thing sh"' 

hadn 1 t non"' for th,. la et. t ,411n or t.wol V'! Y"' are. antJ 

whisp"'r"'d in his "'ar.But "Jad shook his hPsd. anti saici 

firmJy;"Can't b,. don.a. with bu!'lin"'BS ·-:hat it is~ 

"But t .h"'D, can't I ..!:!.£!. 0n•. one" in a whi l ,.'?" 

"You can ~y ~Par. but is +hat.--quito--w~ll--

owr,nky "'nough for you?" 

ani Just. may-c,.1 I hav"' chang,.d sorr,. of' my star.darde. 11 

"Thats fin° . Pat .• anr. I'll e .. ,.. vh,.r0 I can g,,.t, 

you a roour.t. 11 

"lount. " hoot,. d Sis, "All I want. 1 s a hors"'• Da a. 

that willt ltt us put a eaddl"' on him.I don't nood 

anyt.hing fancy." An!i off sh,. W"'nt in 1mothor p"'aJ of 

l aught.,.r.If Sis was going to b.a lik,. this, itw wasn't 

going to bo so ba.rl, having h 0 L' u hozri,. again. VlP) l, 

But. as ahP a l ways C8Jrl" back whol-,Kati• grarlually ~ot 

l it.tl• proud of hPr. 

ehoulci sav"' h,.r "Cow-gir·l Coet.UlJlo " as sh"' call-=-n it., 



II - "k fo.r that. night .• -- Shw had thou~ht. 1 t. a goo A i tiPa, 

and ~ had bo.c>n using fl conv0 nt.i,nal habi +1 wh 0 n 

sho roo,. in t.h~ park.Th,. day bP'for,. Rallow,.•,.r. a 

had no choica , ano any·vay, en hour mor"' or l'"SS 

tio"'sn't count \vi th m,., (lunt)whAn it com""s to dancing. 

So I mot. t .h.. 9: 30 t.ra in, and who do you t.hink we a on 

it.'(• Th"' t .all, el im cowboy Sis had so many snaps of, 

got. un<i'" r way, I had a bril J 1 ant. id•l".!. I would t ak-. 

hiD1 et raight. t.o Robineons, wh,. .r• t.h,. part.y was b,. ing 

But. on s'"con ti thouP,ht,t.hat. was r:ot so g oo1. It 

wouJ ti b,. b,,.tt.or to find out a fow t .h ir:.f s fi.L'at., 

anti h... couJ ti d anc~,- y 0 a, CC'JT'lmon ordinary d anc,. e,- an<i h,.. 

had his fir.c>ss-up clot.h 0 e in his euit.cas'", t .hat. is --

si lk bandannas, socks, his epurs. ann ha hati avon bought. 

b ... aut. i'" s.-.- \'!h,.n I fo unri out al J t.hi s, I t ol ri him about 

my pl an, irnn -- hip-h ip-hoo.i·ey, --h"' '~as will ing, Fut h'" ' · 

lif,. without shaving firet .• '' 



stop us. I .cush,.d him up to my rCl r m, au it cae• e anti all, 

anci I'll say h,. WO.L''°"'<il It: di~n 't. t .ako hill'· moro tim,., 

"than it. wo ulti tak,. to b..ranrl e C :;t)f, '' --I am g 1Ting you 

his V"'l·y worde,•• t,o wash, shav'"• bru~h hie hair, anti ~o+ 

into h is "War-toge". I mad,.. him 'N"'ar, ,..vi:i r. hiP <"haps anrt 

spurs, t.hough h 0 prot.•et.,. n v,.h,..~nt)y +hat "nC'bntiy but. a 

damn f0ol WClUld W"'ar chaps and spurs to a danc~~"but I 

proro 1g,.d him.n"' could t.ak~ them off,aft.,.r w• had s-•n 

what panic h .. would cr•at.• b y m•r•J y ,.nti:iring •. 

Buth• didnt. lik• it. ,h,. marl• that. plamn, . and if any•· 

boiiJ tri~d to pok• fun a t him,! WClUldnt. put it past 

hiw t,o tak,. a pok• at. t h ,.m. 

Th" danc.- was in full awing. wh•n w• got. 

t.h,.l'"• .and w• stoo<i in +h,. doorway with a lot. of oth•r 

waek•d boys, all of whom I knew, +.ill that. 4anc,. ·-was 

ov,.r. Th,.rµ was a crowd a.ro und Si s , ae usual, but .. vh,.n 

eh,. gof 0 n-" look a t wy companion, sh,. blueh,. <i f urio sly, 

eai •'.3, "Pariion ~. " in th at. n,.w, husky voic,. of' h,.rs, 

anrl b..re aking through the ci rci'• of admircrp, , cl aep"'d 

both h,.r(,At,4e.) han~s aroun~ Pet's ri~h+ arm. an~ eRid," 

~oh, but. it'e good tn s•• you again, Pat.I wee almost. 

homa ai c~ fo r the ranrh vhan I go t. your to]agram." 

I was t agg ing alo ng, ~-t.ting an ~arfuJ., but I 

di fin ' t. 11li as any of t.h,. atiwiJ:·in« gl anc,. e that foll ow~d 

Pat. and Si e. Sh,. at.ac re d him st.ra ight. into t.h~ n.-n, 

whera four tabJee of bri~g• w•r• goir.g ~ull blast.Whan 

Daii eaw us in t.h<=> .:ioor, h 0 gav• hie han•i to en innoc•nt. 

byetanri•r. an~ C ~IJ'I ,. out t ,o Uflo Jnt,roduct.iona w•ra matia, 

end th•n Dad t.ol <i him to go 3h•ad anr'I hav• a good tim0 • 

1 f hP coul cl, (~) to coro111 hom- with ue unt. il his busi

ness wa e traneact.,.d, ano h• 0 nd•d up by eaying. h~ was 
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back to his carne, I towAd Patrick to tho won' a 

rulos f or"cu'f"tir. ;;;: in" to him, anti aft.Pr th a t I only 

saw him at a di s tanc"'. Swarms of pooplll!I ao,.mod to 

su~round him, and I hoald a ~ot of girl A oxclaim about. 

hie tall, elilJl figurA.I_gj_( find nut. what. ir:ad"' him 

e•AUI so t .all in thP pict ur•s. All cowboys woar boot.a 
j,~ 

with thrc4!-inch hool s, 11 thoy ar0 ~-~. 11 s ays P a t., 

wha+AVPJ." that. moans. I think Sia had a g ood tirr•, t .hat 

night, I know sho ~a lot., anct dancod a lo~with Pat 

and ot.hore, anti Pat "a s k•pt ~ancing pr411t.ty at.•atiy too, 

\Vhilo cv•ry ~irl I danc•d with, rav""d about. Pat., anrt 

11 didn't. h,. ano Sis look gorgooue, whonth"'Y dan~d t6-

got.h,.r, anri vaen't. hA tho s l i11lm•at. thing, e.nii did I 

t.hink t.hat TIWae a natural wavo in his hai't/f/' Bah,' girl a 
\ 

ann I "bunk"'d" t ,o-g,.t.h"'-" that. nigh+. In/, t.h,. morning, o 

t.h~ l ib~·ar.1 an ri had a long +.al k, an <l th at. ovoning Dad 

told us what. ha ti bto i.lght Pat to town. 

lo cat"' e man, t .het. ownod a big t.ract. of l 1m ti t .hoy 

would l iko t.o buy an<i run as a Du<i,. r anch. Thoy had 

~ monoy, and t.hought t h"'Y wouJ rt t.~ to goj, a part-

n•r, who also was to put in sOUI"' won,.3, and h•lp th~m 

ot.h,..r-wia~, and if only wo could fin d t.h,. ownl!r, W"" 

C(' ul rl R;O ah• ad w 1 t.b t.h• .rA st. of' Pat' s pl an e. 

Pat and I hun+•d 'for 'that. man for rour days. ann 
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f inally .,,,,. aan him to "'arth in a l ittl"' t.rwn1 thirty 

pric~ at fi~st, but Da1 soon convinc,.rt h im, a bird in 

+ho han<'I i fl -':ort.h two i.n t ,h,. bush, anti tho n ,. f ) wa e 

C) (\ ao i' Just a w00 k aft,t:>r Pa+ ca~ to town. 

V.,.anwhiJo, Sis had b"''"n talking t.0 Moth.-.r Abou+ 

an .; oft,,.n Dari wo lrf l iat"'n t.o h..,r wit.h a thoughtful 

f.rown. I b,.gan to wiehJI coulr'I 12.0 back wit.h p 0 t . anti!'!"' .. 

al) tho wondPrA of t ,ho .cocki•e, th,. foo+h ills, anti +h,,. 

.rolling boundl,.as prai.t·i•e, not +o rr,.ntion t.ho stunt.el 

Sis tolM us, th,. co·Nb0ys pull"'n on th,. Joast. provocation. 

But still l wa not propar,.n for th"' blew whon it f•Jl • 

.Pat. v•oul ti )Pav"' on llonday niorning, snrt on 

w• l'/OU] <~ buy c. shar"' in Pat'e Durio nanch, :-nti rriov,. out. 

chair, ahook Dl"' t.ill my t.cAt.h rat+J111d, anrt all th"' 

whil,., eh 0 was sing ing to h•.csol f a l it.t)"' ... Un"' .,ho 1uu:£ 

"I arr off 0 r 0 d !J r 0 as r.;Jlil y bip; aum fot tho busi-
~ 

r~"' SB, /'th,. furnit.ur 0 , anri if I S""ll, I'll hav"' "!Dough 

ca eh to buy a. shar111 in .Pat. ' s .canch, an<i a l i t .t .]"' ov~r. 

Th•n, if W"' ai'"' lucky onough t .o B"'ll t.his hous"', +oo, 

w• will b 0 ab]P t.ow"!at.hoi.c t.h,a fi.cet. y1aar or two, "'V~n 
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if WP dont do such a ruehing bueinnPs at. first.And w~ 

will st.ill hav- all our furnitur~1 and aJJ our clot.h 0 s . 

~ can t.ak,. our car aJ o ng, if wo cant. &?l l it profitably, 

so you eA•, it wont. b_. pion,.._,ring, by any D1Pane.What do 

you)f.ide eay?".I'll t~ll th@ world w,. said pl-"nt.y,both at. 

one~ and in an awfull hurry! ' Wh 0 n w• ran out of br.oath,. 

nae-: said with a sJ11il~; "I t.ak"' it,y0u JnPan you ar'!! \vill ing 

t.o go out th~""' and rough it'?'~ · 

"J'! s, oh, Y"'e, Dad, anrl t .ho soono r tho bottPr. WhPn 

aro W"'- going to )"'aV&:> h"'r~"? 11 

"In t.h"' spring, if w• a r"' lucky, 11 ea.it'! Daci. But w.o 

couli1 s-.~, Jlo+hP..r rHdn 1 t. lik0 t.o t alk about s-"lling tho 

houe"', a nti W"' nirin't bl am"' h.,,r, 8("1 w 0 b""gan t 0 ask Dari 

qw=• at ions~ Mo s t. of th..,.m hP coul cln' t anew~r, Rnd w"' kPpt 

wat.chir1g for Pat to com., riO"lD, so w• could pUirlp htlui.V.fhon 

ho fin ;;;Jly camo down, Sis was th,. first t .o ask hiD'I, ,.,h"'r'" our 

euppo s-d ranch was lo cah•d,. and t.h i e i e thP an swP.r hA 

gav'*; 'About ha) fway b111t.wA•n Calgary and l• acl "'od, you 

lrnow wh.,,r111 t.h'!y ar,., dont you?' . Our n"'a~et t.own ie St.av•ly,. 

but that.a such a littl .. villag,., that. ?Jlayb-. you will want 

t.o do your t..cading in CJar,.eholm,t.het.s eout.h of ue, ae you 

pPrhapa r'!IIlPDlbP.r, or in Nant.on, 1.lh ich is nort.h of St.av-.ly. 

Th•y ar,. bot.h goodeiz~d towns, with b i g ator"'e and mo viPs 

and what.-h e:, v"'-you. YYou know t.hf! grav•l•d highway rune 

down fromC~lga.cy to Macl~od. end w~ turn off that2 mil•e 

sout.h of St av.ii ly and dri vf! WP. st. for about 2 o mile e. 
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Of t.h" a-. t.h-. f irat• ar" us .. d a 1 ot, in aumtnP r: you a•~. thP ~ 

is a ao.L't, of picnic Park :t2--I4 mi).-s •.vPst of S't.aV"lly;.and. 

t.houeantis of cars us,. t.his road..At't,"'.L' wo111 g 0 t. a l it.t.] ~ 

past this park,w~ croee t.ho111 Willow C.L'P~k.and th,.r~ b"'gine 

our ovrn land. It ie rC\lling at. first,. you know,. but. t,h,. 

w111etlllrn part. of it.ia pract.icall.f in t.ho111 Foothills,. T.h-. 

main .ranchhoue.a,l>arns,. cor.L'als and chut ... e ar-. all on an •ast.•~ 

.elop", .cand you. can g•t t.o t.ho111m •asil:r with care andt.ru.cke: 

"T•ll ue eoln'! IJ\or'!, !' 'eaid 11oth"r,."how ar" you going t.o e 

eta.L'~ this Dudo111 Ranch,~ow can Patricia and I Th•lp,and 

what. ie C"cil euppoe'!d t.o do, .onc,. w" g~t t.hl!r4?'" 

"'U,.ll,.I am afraid I cant. t.•ll.:rou. all t.h11 things that. hav"! 

to bl! don1t, .but r can gi vii! you an id,. a of the layout,. 

and you can figur111 out f~r. youre~lf,. how your labor 

will . hav~ to b11 divid .. d. 

Th"r~ ar" many buil~ings,thC'ugh 

t ,h,.y arl! all old.Jfoet. of t.h'!m ar"t buildt C'f Jogs, ar. ri so 

ar" vo.ry subst.ant.ial anrl cant b.- .r411mod"tlfl9d v'!ry 111asily. 

V/.E havt11 lote of barnroom for all th" stock W4 will •v~r 

hav'! • .I gu•ae • . Th-s corrals a.c" v•ry et.urdy, b .. ing ?llad-i 

Tllost.Jy · C'f pol•e,.and t.h•r" 18 a lit.tl11t et.~am crossing 

our land,. cloel! to th~ builrlinge,t.hat could "'asily b" 

damm,:iod up. It, ue0 rl t.o b• a larg"' Ranch, . "v•n for us, . 

but it has b~~n sold off in parc,.ls until only about 1~4 

of th• orig inal land is )~ft. That accounte for th11t big 

buildings w• hav'!, . but. t.h• rlanch hous,. it's"'l f ie not. so 

Jarg",.onlJ 6 rooms, but t .h'!y ar,. all quit.,. big,f!v,:ion if th-.y . 

a~ not as high t.o t.h• c-.il ing as yours h".1."4 • 11 
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"' Who coo ks for ue ?,.''Dad ""want .... 1 t.o know. "Pat• is not. a 

v•ry go od cook,. and II am afraid Mot.h,.rs f"tfltt. •.yould giv" 

out • . " 11 0 4 
.. ,yo u will onlJ hav,. to c '°'ok for yours..,lf.-.e, " 1 

said Fat, ."mayb..it Kat 14' •1o ul d l 1 k,,, t.o go out. W"" st. t.oo. 

Th• ~n hav,,, a Cookshack or ~ aeh o ue'! of t.h-.ir own, . 

a nl'i t h •n th4=1 bunkhous'!, wh,,..c'! t,h.,y sl i:a-.p and k~,ap t.h• i.r 

b .,longinge, . But, wh"'n or if w" g~t any gu-.et-e,t.h•rlll! will havl! 

t.o bl'! a host~se, . who r'!cf!livf!s p1topl,.,, .l ooks aft•r t.hf!ir 

comfo.rts, .l ist'!ns to t.h ... 1.r complaints and e4!1! t.hat t.h~y 

ar41! tak-.n car4 of· ,.wh'!n t.h,.y are ill. Do· you t.hink you 

can bktxcra:tll'handl ~ t.h at;r 4'nd of our "nt.l'lrpri z11t, .1.!rs.. Ro

g•rs?1' 

'' If I can g ... t ua,,.d t.o it. g radually, y ou know,. a nd 

not. hav~ it t.hru!!lt. at ~ all at. onco1111,.I think !in can, ."'said 

Mot.h•r bravP.ly,and I T for on,. f~rv4'nt.Jy hop,,,d, sh-. had 

not b it o ff mor'! t.han eh-i could ch'!w. 

"Dad,.''I aek~d him, "what. mad-. you ,,. v ... n coneid.-.r 

buying int.o Pat. s-- ech111m~?"'f or tt.his had puzzl.:an all of 

us a good d~al. . "ir"ll • . eon,."h• said, "t.h• ineurancill! buei-

n~ss is d•ad in this town.and th•r~ ar• too many ro.:an in 

it.- who cant. g"!t. out wit.hout g,,,t.t.ing ruin•d, but I £.an 

g•t: o u t , and by g"'org~, Il will, novr I hav4' t.his chahc•. 

Th•r-t you hav1t it in a nut.eh,..11. m 

"But do you t ,hink. J OU will l i le• i t?'f'Ou hav~nt any I d•a, , 

about. what 1 te raital ly l ilc,., you know?"' 

"Dont I~. young man?" .V'El l , . 1 f I hev"Jnt., .all th• t. iIM Ihav~ 

sp-nt. t.l1• l a st 3 yPare r•ari ing Cowboy- s nd '/•st . .arn-and · 

rlanch St.ori•s can b P. mark~d a tot.al loee,but I ~ont. think 
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it. will t.urn out that. way . You can l•arn a lot of +hi11a;e 

from good fiction, if you want to. You didnt know, I had th• 

offic•boy cart away a whol4 library of W•e+.,rn ~agazin•e, 

juet. b•for't you etart.•d 't.o CC'lm• down to t:., .- offic• •v•ry 

wh•n t. liat. etory was broadc a et. a bout. t .h• man, who \V•nt 

plumb crazy ov~r wild w0 et etuff,end gav• his buein•es 

ding eo maey) and go in for eo.m,,t.hing 1tl e-.. "' 

11'1 wond6'r..,d a lot, what. had mad~ you eo famiJ iar 

with t. h" buein~e• of ranching, . "'ea.id Pat . • "Th" av,,.rag• aaetPr--

n•r is n•arly as ignorant ae a cockn~y.about ue and our 

\~aye, .but that ~xpl aine 1 t. " " 

"lf 1 t should t.ul'n out eo, that you dont. mak• 

it pay,John,would it not b• b~t.t~r,if R• only r•nt.•d +hie 

houe.,, inet•ad of e•lling it?~h.,n w., would always hav't a 

roofo v~r our h'!ade." 

Thie wae ~ot.r..r. vho is not ]Pt willing 

t.'o fac't t.h4 uproot. ing, w., will havft t.o uno•rgo. 

"What e t .h-. USP of a roof. my d"'ar, "'ea id Dad, "1 f 

it. a soD'l'! odd 2 Ct C mil•e away from you? No, if-- 1.f w- can 

a nyway, . eo f a r away, If and it would only b"t a gr•at ~orry to ua ~ 

"W,,ll.~ad,If w-. havfll! to e~ll, why not e~4, . if Mr. 

J"nkins ie im:.Town? You knC'IW h'! ·Nan+.•d t.o buy out hP~ 

l aet. Y"'ar, . and h" may still Nant to .V•t m,. look him up, 

~ 
1tN" rnayb• bring him o~t a nd look at t.h- plac•." ' 

d •h t s n whil~ I e~• about oth•r thinge . "'Y~a;you o l , a o •· 

Mow dont· bAgin pac 'king, Mot,h"' r, Wflll will b.it h.,r,, all wint.411r, 
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and will g•t lote of comfort out of t.hie old hous• 

yl!t,.if R• dont et.a.rt packing t.oo eoon." 

Thie f iai eh•d t.hat. conf-r41!nc-. •but vr• ~n adj ourn,.d 

t.o t.h-. l ib.rary. wh-..r4 wfl figur'!d and pl ann,.d, ae much ae W'I 

could, on euch long dbstanc-. n"!ec•eeiti-.e ae f•nc~wi.r .... et.aplAe ,. 

brlcke for chimn,..ye. ehingl~e,adv•rtieing and grav~l for 

r.e>ads, and \f4' wo.r" et.ill at it, wh"!n t.hf!I eupp•rgong ran&. 

PAt. w•nt hom"' as plann•d, and t.'M! wint .... r paee•d 

"'Vlillnt.ually.Dad and I wound up all t.h11t d'tt,aile of t.h4' eal4' 

of t.h" off icirtbui l rt in&. ·nth ,. •1-. i-Jbody hard up. 1 t wae a 

t.•rr1bl4 job t.o coll'!ct, what. p,.opJ'! ow-.d ue¥1"' wAnt out. a 

good d•al, for ,.v,,rybody s••m•d to t.hink. W"' w•r4 going 

int.o AXiJ ... which did'nt makq Moth•r f~•l mor4 ch•o.rfuJ 

about it all.Sia hardlJ W'!nt out with h"r old crowd anymore. 

I h•ard h4r toll Mot.h"r onc4, ,h" simply could not etandan 

~vAnin& of t.hat crowds silly chat.t.~.r wi t.hout flying off' t.h-. 

handl ", and add1td ae an aft1trthought; 11 And that 'Roul d' ht. hAl p 

anyt.hing -. 1 t.h ,,. r. " ' 

WE w"nt to a hot~l 2 w~qke bAfo~ Eaet"r 

and shipp"d all our furni tul"f! on ah-. ad. 11~ eol d t.h~ houl!", 

but only got about thrP~ fourt.he of ~hat 1• wae worth.but 

W"" got. caeh. and t.hat vrae what. W" want.4'd. ·'" had al so sold 

t.n-. car, and Eaet pr Monday saw us r•ady to l •av4' our ho~ 

town. Sie snrl I had b~coni-. almost fri,..ndly, for t.hP. firet 

til'll" in our JivPe, and eh,. told IDAonc_,, eh't wa.e simply dyin,; 

t.o b" gon,,, and eo wae I. But. poor Jilot.h,..rpow eh" hat-.d to 

and h'"r 1ov4'~ w4:1J lplann•d houBP for sh" kn•w not what 

shack in t.h'I wild and wJ21Y WI! et. Sh.-. had on" ray of comfort 



20 

Kat.i11t had .r-.fus--d t.o l•av• ue, sh,. wae ti.il!t.•rmin.,d to go \V•et 

'"it.h ue 1 a nd I know it h411lp411d Mot.h,.r a whal,. of a lot t.o 

hav~ h,.r to fall back on. 

W• didnt. mind t h" t~ainjourn~y a bit, though 

aft.1tr W" got. out on the prari.,.e, th-. vi,.w wae v~ry monoto

nous . But Mot.her had h•r knitting, and Kati~ to talk to, 

and t h • l'111at of -:.ie tal \cqd and pl ayqd card e, or tal k.,.d to 

othia r paee.,ngqre, and t h" tim"9 paes1td pl '!aea ntly f!nou eh for 

ue. 

I n t.h111 b.,g inn ing t h-. wholil! world s•'!m•d c o v--r•d wi t .h 

enow, but. wh•n wit got into SASa t ch11wan, 1 t. bq C8.1Jllll snow a nd 

?Ilud and Wilt thought. it. would bit woreP. in Alb-.rta,.b ut t h1t 

fal't.h~r w1tet w" trav_,l,.d, t .h,,. wal'~r it got and wt:i eaw 

n•i t.h~r sno"' nor mud, wh•n vrt't dr41lw n• a r to Cal gary • . 

Thie puzzl•d u e a RC>O d d11al. but wh ~n Dad ~ntion"d 

it to t.he condu~torh_. AXplain"ld it casually ae tge wor\c of 

t.h-. "Chinook~ WI! sekAd Sis, b ut. eh,. wae no wi~r. At. l aet 

a fA)low paee•ng~r took pity on a•f ignorancq and ·~pJai

n•d it to ue. That wae th" firet. time any of ue hqard 

about t.he \farm wind, that blows ov"r t.h~ mount.aine from +h-. 

sout.h"" et, lll'"l ting t h., snow at an unb,.l i•vabl-. rat"• a nd eo~

-tim~ s ,.v•n etarte thll9 grat'e to grow in t.hf! middl"' of Ja

nuary, if W" could b~li"v" our i nformant. 

J o" and Pat. ?J'IOt. us at. t.h,. d-.pot in 6algary, and I do 

t.hink, S is mi isht. hav'! shown a l i ttl" morf! r'! etra.int in hftr 

g r41t41ttin& o'f t.h,,m, th ou gh t.h .aiy e'!-.m•d t.o t.hinlc eh'! act.--d 

pPrf-.ot.ly all l'i ~ht .Bot.h Dad andl took t.o J o"J rtright away, 

h'! look4d b ot.lo') int.ftlli gAnt. and d-.p"ndabl•. 

'/11! et.("l pp•d at a hot.ft] ov-.r night., and 
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in t,h.-, mocning ~ e•t. out on t.h• l aet. l •g of our long 

j C1urn-.y. w- drov-. eout.h, appa_r4!ntly at. th111 v•ry bas"' of 

t.h't foothill e for eom'! tim"', paeeing t.hru many Sll1al l t.owne. 

I •epPcially c-.m<l!Ulb"'r Okotol<'e. That.et.h'! .railroad t.own for ~ 

Turn• r Val J "Y, wh"'r" all t.h• many gae and oil W"!l le ar-, and 

eay,it em•lJ~d +o high h•av•n~Jo11t juet laugh•d, wh"'n Yoth"r 

complain•d about it, and eaid, w~ would eoon b" out of it,and 

JU et t.o wait a whil4, til th11 roads got a J ittl" bqt.t.11tr, 

t.h-. n w~ \TOul d all go up and e1t1t th••• Yal l4y ". 

Th•n cam- High Riv•r,thate th4 Prince 

of Wal"' e 1 e~own, or rat.h-i.t" liis n'!ar11tet big Town, as hie 

ranch is som- 20 roil"e ·~et. of High Rivor,practically 

et.raight north of "our ranch", and ~ a.r4 going so go a 

aroun that. way, wh'"n or 1 f w" go up to Turn1:11r Vall flty. 

tt}:OS.-CY'ii v Batand Sie hav" inv'tnt.-.d a nam't for our ranch, 

t.hat.e a wow? Th-, P.Up and down• Dad eaye it. a V"'rf good, 

but Mot.h•r says ite fantastic, and eo it ie, but mayb~ 

it will dra\v the "dud-.e!' you n11v-,r can t-.11. 

Imagin"!l my A.iti t-.1r1-,nt. wh'"n Jo-. offhand t.o l d ue, 

th•rll9 had b-.-.n a goldrueh not eo long ago, a litt.)'! no.rt.h 

and w•et of our placl!t,but. it had turn-.d outJ ae it usually 

do1te,wh"'n t.h,, crowd got t h 't.re, th•rl!t had befl!n a land3lid1J 

or a 3 foot fall of en~w,and nobody found anythingany 

mor"!.But for a whil4 thlllt pap'tre W"'lr• full of rumors 

about eil v419r. gold and ~v-n :plat.inuni, t.hat. wae suppo e"'d 

t.o hav-. b'!"ln analyzAd or aeeay"d or wha+,,,v119r it ie
1 

t.h .. y 

do t.o or11t. lad want"ld to know. i'f it had b4,:.n like 

oJ dt.11'11'! gold rueh" s, but. JO'!l and Pat laugh•d and ea id no, 

th~.r• w-.r• t.oo roany Mounti~e hanny for that. 

Th4n Dad and Jo• b-.gan to talk about why t.h., 
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mount.Ad Polic,. had t.ekAn ov1:1r t:hP policing of t.h,, whol111 

provinc,,, and no more wae ea.id of t~-. goldrue'f\. 

B But Sie and I talkod ab0ut i t for mil•e, a nd W'" 

of Y"' ars ago,Jo111 eaid. 

fC'lr"' sundown .R• and Pat had bou ght a good , u~•d '7 paee,.n--

g,.r ChaJID'!.re in Calgary, and had only paid half of what 

v1A got. for our old car. J t. ·.vae lucky WA did' nt t .a k,. oure 

out. h•re,. and th~n tJ.:y to e"ll it . . 

W•ll,. W"' did 'nt quit.• g•t. hoDI'!, 'but. WI!> d.rov'! t.hru th,. 

big Paet gat•, just ae thq eun~ w-nt down, and it was in th"' 

qu•-r,y,.llow.un,,.ort.hly light 1Sie csll"'d t.h'!t aft•rgl ow, 

that w• roll~d to a etopin o ur own y e rd,j v et e s a s J im, gray-

hatr•d man cam-. out of on~ of th'!t builcinge 1and poundAd 

on a n irondiek nai)Ad b•si~• th~ door. 

"'lhat.1 a gon& "said DAd'!'Wat a rackfl!t, "eaid Mot.Mr, but Sie 

eai d j Ul!t on" word ;."Chuck?"" 
VI 

V/h'!tn th"' cook eaw ue, h"' cal?l't '1own to th'! car, rl!--

cogniz•"- Jo111 and Pat., ann hu.rri•d in "t.o sPt. eorrll! mor.., 

pJat•e for you folke."During eupp~r .~hat eur• h it t h't 

spot with m,., W" found out. C\Ur fr"' 1 ~ht car had com•, end 

a lot. of t.h inge had b•"'n haul •d out. to th-. raruch, .lncl un ing 

a Jot of b•dding l ard a~v•ral bAde. A fir~ wae laid in bot.h 

et.o v~ e in t.h't two b 1~ b't droome in t.h111t main houe•, ~:ind Si e1 

Kat.i't and I fPll to ae soon se supp• r was ov,,r, Rnd mad• up 
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eoon as W"' had t.h'! roome warDl'!d uj and t.h., b1tde mad'! . 

Dad, who had etay,.d in t.h .. Coolcehack, t.elking with 

t .h,, ID"l'n, carr.- in eoon a ft.Ar w'! had finiehPd our le.bore, and 

bo +.h h ,.. and I fAl l a.el •f.!p, ae eoon ae our h•ad e t ouch,.d the 

pill owe. 

lh t.h'9 morning that clanging gong wok~ ue up,ae 

eoon ae it. wae light. 1111tnough t.o e•111, and you just b~f.., . I 

look,.d.You know,! had n,..v,.r b•.,n on a ranch b'!for-,and I 

must. hav" s'!'tnliPd awfully gr,.111 n t.o all I talkf.!d to. 

How~v,.r,wh"n t.h"ty laugh"d at m"t,l laughPd with t.h"tm, 

and b•for• night I kn"'w a ll t.h" ln'!n omtiz• t .hlt plac.a by th•ir 

f:l rRt. nam" e, and th'!y cal l•d IM Bud. 

4 of th"' ~n w•r• carp•nt.,.re, and t.h,.y 

w"r• buey put.t.ing up small cab ine, 115hacke t.h'!y call flld t .h'9m, 

wit.h t.wo roome :i n Pach. V.'• did'nt kr.ow th"'n, . how IJlany of 

t.h't S"' W'! would n,.,..d, but t.hf.!y w•r-. buildir.g 6 ae a et.art ... r, 

ahd hop~d.w411 would hir~ th111m agam l at"'r.~o b u ild a lot. 

IT'Or~. Th" 1 umb1tr w"' go t . from e eawD'lil l a f11w mill'! e wt11 et. 

of ue, our boye haul-.d it. with lumb,..rwagone and hore11e. 

Dad haci b,.,.n ad v,.rt.i eing inpap,.re end roagaz inP e all 

wint~r,pr~pari ng fort.hie euD'lm•re harv,.et., anrl eoon th~r

b~&an to bP a lot of mail. 

Mot.h,.r had to loo le aft.-..r that, with Si~ h,.lpinc 

hPr, wh,.n shP had t.oo many )'!ltt,.re t.o anew,.r, and it. wae a 

good thin&, Dad had b.rought. hie t.ypftwri t .1119 r along and that. 

Si e had braine •no ugh t.o l• arn t .o ue• 1 t . • 

I soon got t.o b,. a rjlllgular mailman, rlri Y:lng t .o 
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town, t. "lo or t.h r.,.o t.im~ e a w" Ak, and bringing hcn11,. suppl 1,. s ant'\ 

simply ea ck s of mail. 

W"" had a tioz•n gPntl• Radd) A-hors• e. ThPn +h,. four 

cowboys ,.ach had two 0f t.h,,..ir own, but Sie and I cli nn•t. hav0 

any of our v"'rY o·wn, unt.i) th_,r,. wae a eal'" of hore•s in Hi gh 

~dv"r; t,h"'.t'"' was stock t.h"r"' from t.hP E.P. ranch, --t.hat' s t.ho 

P.L'in co o 'f 'fl al~ s' e ranch, an<i ho k"'"P e eom• of t.ho b"" et in th~ 

countr;. 

Dad and Jo• wont up in t.h• car, and Dad drov~ 1 t. back 

again , whil"' J o-. rod"' anct )'!d t,hP hore•e th 0 y had bought. 

Sie go+. a l ov,,..Jy y•l lc>'lf ho.ce•, "as •aey t.o rirt_. as a 

rocking chair" th,. bo.1s ea.y, but. min• is black as coal, a dandy, 

Jnngl"'ge;0 d f,.)low, who Jiv-"e up to his na?ll <>, 'Co~t~ Pat . .ricia'e 

ho rs" i e "Goldi-'" and ehP .cavP a about. h,. r morning, noon, anti night. • 

. oboriy has had t. il11,. to grouch or quarr-l t.his sumIMr, ;1P hav• 

bPPn t.oo buay to oo+hi1>r. 

Kat.i- b•gan t.o run our houe,.k•Pping qffa1re as soon as 

t ,h,. fr•ight. carswArP unload,.d, and t,h,. stuff hauJod out., ano I 

havPn 't .,,,,. ard Moth,,. r en mp) a in one• about. our 'lfay of living . Si e 

has 'NC\rk~d as ha:cd as Kat.1~. moving and a.rranging f •.irnij:ur~ , car

p1a+ s, b~ds and et.ov~s. It. wae a goon t .hing, eh .. gcd ov-r h"'r 

an ~"' 'llia b 0 for0 t .h is, C'r I'm suro it. 11ou)'i havo k 1J]P0. hor. t.his 

hev1ng t.o ~vork J ik .. a scrub - '.vOm'3n. And epi::oa\cint"; of h"'al th. aft1ar 

or!Jy a fA ·,v mont.hs C'Ut h,,.r•, I finrl I am gro·.ving t.a)l "'r, anti a l so 

broad0 .·~ I hardly tiar~ bP)iPV• I won't. b,. a "runt"- - ho\V I hat.• 

t.hat Wf1.rd,--all rrr.1 1if•, but. I'll t.011 t .h-:o \'7orlo1 I am glad of it.1 

It. ie n"V0 L' vPiry CC\lti, ae a ruJ.o, aft. 0 .4' th"' middlo o f 

May, and t.h'"n is , wh"n th-. opon s .. aeon on T)ud,,.s b6':1gtn. VI"' had to 

mPAt, trains an<i buss"le,almoat. ,,.v,.ry tia.:;, anti our cabins w~rP 

f'ill-.d b"forp t.hP first of Jun,.. 
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W,. had t.0 k'""P carp,,.nt.,.re at. Nork all Uay 1:md Jun,,., 

put+ing up CRbine, and i:ov-.n so. W"' had t.o put. a c0upl 0 o f 0ld~r 

l ad i-' s in Dati' s anti my room, whil .o W"' sl .:opt in th,. bunk-houe•. 

J. couldn't. fall ael"'"'P thi:o first night., anti da.cn n"'ar chok"'1 t.o 

d0 ath, liet,,.ni n~ to th.o m~ny aeenrt"'d sn0ri:os, anti n0t tiaring +o 

1 a ugh. 

Jo• ani Da1 wQrA th,,. boes"'s. J o,,. wae b0 ~ s ovi:or th• 

m"'n,t.h• hore'"e and t.~• carp,,nt.ore,whil• Dad k•pt. th~ b0oks an d 

looki:od aft•r t.h,,. coreepond~nc411, wit.h 8:3e h11tlp•ng him, now Mot.h1tr 

had so many ot.h•r things to do. Kati~ had to tak~ a hand too, 

looking aft"9r +,h'! girl swi:o had1 t.o k,.,,.p t.h., cabins in ord,,.r,. and 

t.h~ laundry, not to ~ntion having to h"lP Jack, th'! cook,who 

was a r"t.urn°d man. plan his 'ID'!nus, so th,..M would b~ YariP.t.y 

"'nough t('I s 11it. ,,.v,.rybody. 

W" had to buy our v~g,,+.abl'!e frnrn t.h-. farm~re 

,,.ast of us, al eo our but.t'!r and -.gg e, and it mad1t alot of running 

around in th11t car n•sc1taeary, and wh4!n I did it., . InoticP.d, I 

could go al on111, but wh•n Sia had t.o go, sh'! al way e manag~d +.o 

wait t 11 fat was t.h ru' wi +h what• v"'r hi! was doing. and mo et.ly 

hjlll w~nt. wit.h h•r,-.to op~n gat'!s!J.-

~ut ~ad sayew,n~xt yQar hi! will g~t a chinaman

gard•n~r to coal'" and liY'I hjlllr4. Th•r-t ie enough wat ... r in our 

c.r••k~o irrigat~ a . equar~ rnil", and w~ wont n••d any mor4 v"g-.-

tabl"e than that •. Lots of ot.h~r ranch"a hav" OO'linke or Jape 

garti,.hin& for t.hell'l,and it.ea good eyetem1 if you hav1J 'Nat.4'r. 

Pat looks af+.•.r t.h• Dud,.s, h4' g'!t.s up Picnics, 

Mount aincl iuibing part i'le, . Fi sh ing and Hunt inc Tripe. anti it ie him, 

thats r"eponsibl~ for th~m and th~ir activiti~e. 

Sis h"l~e him a )ot,eh4! can b-.tt•r g~t around 

th'! m~n. Pat is eo goodloolcing, t.h,, girls a~ all crazy about 
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him, but. th41t only on11 h" can s'!1t,if I am not mist.ak"n, is Sis,. 

and I dont know, how e~ 'f11t1Jl s about. him, t.hough she eP1tmPd to 

b• k•~n about him in t.h4!1 wtntAr,wh-n h'! wae staying with ue 

in town. I cant. t'Jl l about. Sis anymor,,, einc4!1 shit hae lo et that. 

"You ar11 eo wond'Jrful~" look. But I ~ know, eh1t did'nt ~ant. 

him t.o go to t.h11 bi&: St.amp•d'! in C:il gary-· vA1117 d'Jcid'Jdly not! ' 

In fact, t.h~y quarr~1"d viol11ntly about it one,,, and 

Dad was in it to, and h4 eidAd wi t.h Pat,.But Sie W"lnt into h•r 

room mad , and did'ht want any eupp4r!' 

You e~4, Pat had b"11n going to a lot of small 

rlod•os and St8l:'p~1,,s, and hi! has t.ak"n a lot of first PrizPB 

in various cont.,, et s, and now of cour~ h• f•11l a / hi!! has to go to 

t.h4! Calgary Stamp'! d-., b'J caue't t.''lat. i e t.hl! 9igg'! et. a'ff ai.r of t.hi s 

kind i n Canada,.( or t.hie part of 1tt eo h11 can e"•• how h~ stacks 

up again et t,h.., worl de b~ et, --and I dont ~e, what. 'e to st.op him. 

:But Sis 11R.e all"h'!t. up " about it. Sh• said,.it 

was too dang1troue, .and h'J would b'J riekin& hie h"'alt.h and mayb4 

hie n11ck, .that h4!1 thought mor" of a l i tt.14 applaus" than of h ie 

fri'!nde f1t~l ing9,. and mor" in t.h'9 eam4 l in• .... 

But Dad, wh'!n h~ ehow'!d up on t.Se ec~n•. point.•d out., 

thatPat wae f~e, white and 21,did'nt hav• any st.rings on h!m, 

and why was sh- eudti"'nly so wo rri"'d about. 1 t,. wh'!n Pat had b~'!n 

doing t.hie sort of t.hing for y•ara?~ 

To t.hie Sie only eaid, t.hat. sh'! was eur,, hfll would g•t 

hurt t.hie t.illl4,and t.h-.n eh• shut up lik" a clam,w•nt. into h1tr 

room and elam~d the door!' 

HoW4Vf'.t:, .Pat had to, go or forffl!lit a Jot of mon411y h4 

al .r'!ady had paid down, t.o g~t a pl ac41J on th-. various cont.,, et)( 

1 iet., .and all th,, dud" e, who had ~"n Pat in act.ion, on eundays, 
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wh'"n oth.,r boys oft"n ca!J)ll! ov4r to vieit,want"d to go too, 

so it 4ndPd up by ue all ~oing, ""'X"pt 2 of th,. boye, t.h• 

cook and Kati-., who would not"go and ~· all th"m wild 

ID'!ln and hor8'! e"" 1 f eh,.. wae paid for t t ! ' 

Th• Dudl'le too le t.h4 Bue at Stav4l:f, th., boys 

and Pat rod,. up on t~"ir own hore-a,Dad andMoth4r, Sia 

and I L'od't up in t.h,, Chalm111 re, .and w" al so t.oo le two " 

''Schoolma'me;•· that. at t,h._ molll"tnt ~L'• t.h111 only Ladydud,.e 

w,. had.. B4'for., w111 )Aft., w-. all agr.,1tdt.o mak" th" Jiot.W'J 

our hPadquart't.r..-. and thats whAr4 moet of' ue 

put up. 

I am not going t.o ci-"ecrib• t,hf! at.amp~d,,, t.hat 

would bl.! too much fr,,., advlllrtieinc for Calgary, but I 

wi eh I "Nae abl1t t.o t,.q) l you about. th• g iant Parad~, that. 

took two hours topaee a giv"n point. 

w~ got e"'at.e in the grandet.and right. away, 

anrl as w4 had brought two pair Op,..re- and two pairFiAld-

gl aasA e ·vith ue, wt:t did'nt. miee much of what W'!nt on in t.h., 

A~na, l"t IM assur-. you. 

Mot.h"r had'nt an l!i'9a at. fi.c-et,what. it would b" 

like, and t-wice Dad and I t.hought. sh1t had f aint~d. Th~n 

t,h,. W'"at.hft'. •as t'!rribly hot, 95 abo ,,... and the h~av4ne 

w-"r• lik• a brase bowl,why pPOpl4 back Past can hav~ 

no ~~~•x conc8ption of~ how hot it wae •. 

And th*'n aft4r all, nothing happ~Il"d t.o Pat, tho 

h4 took eom.-i dar4d'.!vil chanc~ e,. or t.hat. wae t.h., way 

it look~d to P. But wh"n t.he dust. had all S"t.tl4d,Pat 

•XDArg~d ae th" Worlds Chammpion buckingho.c-e" rlid~r,and 

aleo th~ North AmPrican Calf roping Champion,Tim4 18 
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e,..conde,ae th" loudep~ak~re RnnouncAd to thP world. 

Th'I Sta.mp~d~ laet.•d a w•P,k.froml.J.onday 

t.il Sat.urday, and W"' "njoyAd ~v"'rY minutia of it. But th1.t 

most. fun of all wr:> had at. th111 f ronti1it• . Danc't, . Friday 

ni ght.~h0y hav4 it 111v'try y•ar, and a noisi•r,jollir:>r 

crowd you n,..v.cor eeww in your lif1J!'N•a.rly '!ver.rbody 

w•are thoe'! big, IO gallon hat.e, riding br4''!Ch"e and eilk•

shirt.s. and thou~ande of p-.opl" a~ dancing in t.h1J squar"' 

in front of t.hP 6Prl et.ation andth" Pallie•r Hot ... l, th'! 

big ball room ie al eo jamm0 d, . e~v1t.s:-al bands ar" plac-d at 

et.rat.'tgic point.s,-iv11ryborly danc•e pid singe if t.h"Y 

f•1tl lik~ it,and a good till>'! ie had by all.'----

WE ca.IM back to t.hl/j hot,,l •arly, b'lcaue~ Sis 

wae afraid h,..r dr,.. ee•.., could' nt stand t.h" et . .i-ain anyraorlJ 

and alrP-ady on4' of h"r ehouldPret.rapa had giv-.n way. 

Dad and Moth4r w,,r,, etill up, watching the crowds mill 

a.round in thlJ st.r~4t and th1J squar,,, but, Wiit W"' r4 eo tir4'd, 

w111 soon gav" up t.h111t a t.ruggl11t and w~nt. to b4'd. 

• 

WIJ did'nt. 911!4 any of th111 boys again unt.iJ Sunday 

morning
1
at. hoD>llt. Wit drovf:t hom1.t lat." on Sat.ur<lay •but. Pat and the 

oth•r boyecaln'! hotM in +h't morning, b-.fo.I"9 ~v,,n the 

cook wae up, and th"Y calD't in to br1takfaet ae if nothing 

out 01" th" ordinary hs.d occur'!d eincia t.h-.1.r last m,.al 

th- .r-. • 

In t.h• aft.4rnoon-1. t 'Rae Sunday, you know, -

I eaw Pat. come up and epPak to Sie1 • who wae loafing 

in t h-. hammock on th't ,.aet porch. 

Sh't took h~r big hat from ite p~g, and th~y 

walk'td off, up thru t.h11J t.r•"e,t.hat. bord~r th• etr'Jam,vr 
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wh~~ th~ DudPe do I?loet of th,.ir practie,., fishing, 

I did' nt sP'! t.hfl!D\ co~ back, but t.hat night Sii-

wor• a big, bluPwhi t~ diamond eo11 t. a ir-., and Pat ane 

h~r t.alkod on the porch for houre. 

Th" n,.~t, day DAd andJo" had a conf•rPnc",and af

+."rward Dad t.ol d Jllllt, Pat. had put. in eoID4 capital , and f roDl 

now on own,.d a t.h i rd ehar- in t.h'l P up and down, and al so 

+hat. Pat and SIS int.,.nrlod t.o b" marri~d around Thanks• 

,,. ~ 1 t ti ' I 
C1 l v ng ••••• • 

H!>lY eroo k11, wh,.,n ha e ti]] +.'h ie b,.,.n cook,.dup, 

and how !OUld I Irli ee s"! 0 ing. which wsy t.h ... wind wae 

bl owing •
1'W"l l I can e"'"' now, how I hav" bo•n ko•pt wi t.h 

roy no e• t .o t.he gr ind "ton-., eo 1 would'nt not.ic'! anything, 

and it worlcf!d, I'll eay it work,.d!' 

( 

• 

• 
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